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him to stay or to go as lie was doubtful about his own life. The
Nirgrantha then took a piece of white stone and drew a figure on
the ground and replied that it was yery good for him to stay and
that he would live for ten years more. He could not, lie added,
divine anything about his present good fortune. The Master of the
Law then again asked him: '* My mind's purpose is to return, but
having a great number of images and sacred books, I hardly know
if I shall succeed in arriving with them." To this the Nirgrantha
gave an assurance that Haraa and Kumara Raja would give him
escorts and that the Master would return successfully without
accident1 Although this prophecy as far as the accident was
concerned proved false, for Yiian Ohwang did meet with one in
which lie lost some of his valuable manuscripts,8 it reveals that in
spite of religious rivalry there appears to have existed between the
rival creeds some amity and that the Jainas were considered experts
in Astrology at least near abouts Nalanda in the early seventh
century.
IV,    Buddhist Sangliaiima Life
L  The Great Buddhist SaBgharamas
Monasticism could be seen in all its aspects in the great
Buddhist monasteries which flourished at this period from the fourth
to the seventh century, Fa Hien refers to two monasteries at
Pataliputra (Patiia) where lived about seven hundred monks. Such
institutions were exclusively for Buddhist priests and students, who
frequented these viharas in the search for Truth. They must have
been considered ideal monasteries for, he says, the rules of demeanour
and the scholastic arrangement in them were worthy of observation.8
Unfortunately lie has not left us a picture of these shrines of
learning,
During this period the inscriptions of the Gupta emperors
disclose how there were several celebrated monasteries. There was
the holy great monastery (m mahd viharo) at Kakanadab5ta (Safici)
in A, D, 412-13. * The Sancl stone inscription, dated A. D. 450-51,
shows that it continued to survive in prosperity until the reign of
either Kumara Gupta I or of Skanda Gupta*5 The Mathura stone
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